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Introduction
At Beltane College, our commitment to holistic education and wellbeing is rooted in our core values and vibrant college culture. This policy reflects our dedication to delivering the highest standards in both learning and care.
Policy intent and scope
Beltane College is a person‑centred Further Education college that focuses on individual need with the purpose of engaging, developing and supporting every student to thrive.
Our admissions policy outlines our commitment to providing a supportive, inclusive and aspirational learning environment for young people who have further educational progress to make and who wish to develop the skills, confidence and independence needed for future work‑related or community‑based pathways. This includes students who may have a significant distance to travel before reaching their long‑term goals, but who will benefit from structured, therapeutic and vocational learning.
We aim to:
· Offer a college place where we can meaningfully meet the young person’s needs and aspirations, supporting progress toward agreed outcomes that build learning, independence and work‑related skills.
· Make admissions decisions based on our capacity to deliver the special educational provision outlined in the young person’s Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), particularly Section F, ensuring we can provide the right environment for growth and progression.
· Plan and support a smooth, well‑prepared transition into college so each young person feels welcomed, informed and ready to engage with learning.
· Work in close partnership with young people, their parents or carers, and local authorities to ensure provision is tailored, effective and fully aligned with the EHCP, with a clear focus on long‑term development and meaningful next steps.

Our approach 
At Beltane College, we have an inclusive approach to admissions, aiming to support the unique needs and aspirations of each individual applicant. We focus on understanding each student’s goals and circumstances and ensure we can offer an appropriate educational pathway for young people who are ready to engage in learning and progress towards future employment and related learning outcomes.
Acceptance and an offer of a place to an individual is dependent on confirmation that Beltane College can both meet the education needs and support the outcomes identified in the EHCP and upon agreement of funding from the student’s home Local Authority.
[bookmark: _Int_AHP3ICNW]Our commitment to Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion is at the heart of everything we do. We actively welcome and support applicants into our college community, offering a values led approach that provides a respectful and inclusive environment for everyone.

Our Admissions Criteria
Our entry requirements are: 
· Aged 16 to 24
· Have a current Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) or a draft EHCP in process
· Have a desire to engage in learning 
· Aspire to achieve a future employment outcome
Independent travel helps students access work placements and build confidence for adulthood. We support students to develop these skills safely and gradually, including learning new routes. Students do not need to be fully independent before joining us, but they should be willing and able to work towards greater independence over time.

Our Admissions Process
Enquiries are welcomed at any point in the year. If places are not available at the point of enquiry, the admissions process can be started with a view to making an offer, when a place becomes available (subject to the same consultation process).
Direct applications and enquiries can be made to Beltane College by emailing us at: contactus@beltanecollege.co.uk 
We will arrange an initial call and to complete an Application Enquiry form. 
If it is agreed that Beltane College may be able to offer a suitable education pathway, we will arrange an Insight Visit.
At the Insight Visit, there will be opportunity to visit the learning space, meet with the team and find out more about the Beltane offer. It will also provide an informal opportunity for us to start to get to know the young person, and how they prefer to learn. 
Once an application has been submitted, the next step is for the young person’s family or representative to request that the Local Authority begin a formal consultation with Beltane College. This consultation allows us to review the Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) in detail and consider whether our programme can deliver the outcomes identified for the young person.
During consultation, we look closely at the EHCP outcomes, the special educational provision in Section F, and the young person’s strengths, needs and aspirations. We assess whether these outcomes can be achieved through our curriculum, therapeutic approaches and community‑based learning model. As part of this process, we also consider the young person’s aptitude for learning within small groups and ensure that any required adaptations are compatible with the needs of all students in our provision.
Our aim is always to make fair, person‑centred decisions that ensure each young person is placed in an environment where they can progress, feel safe, and thrive.
If we feel we cannot offer a place, we will explain why. This could be because we do not have a place available, learning needs or aspirations do not meet our offer, we do not have the right specialism to meet support needs, the home local authority has declined funding, or for another reason which we will share with the applicant's family.

Transition
Once Beltane College has been named as the intended provider on the young person's EHC plan, we will discuss a transition plan with the applicant and their parents or carers. The length and type of transition depends on individual needs.

Responsibilities and Communication
Beltane College will:
· Make admissions decisions lawfully, transparently and in line with the SEND Code of Practice, the Children and Families Act 2014 and the Equality Act 2010, ensuring that decisions are based on whether we can deliver the special educational provision outlined in the young person’s EHCP.
· Maintain confidentiality and handle all personal information securely, in accordance with UK GDPR and data protection legislation.
· Work collaboratively with local authorities, previous educational providers and relevant professionals to gather the information needed to make an informed decision, including safeguarding and risk‑assessment considerations.
· Provide appropriate transition support once a place is confirmed, ensuring the young person is welcomed, prepared and supported in line with their individual needs and EHCP outcomes.
We ask that applicants and families:
· Engage openly and honestly throughout the admissions and consultation process, providing accurate and up‑to‑date information to support decision‑making.
· Share essential documentation in a timely manner, including the EHCP and any relevant reports, so that the Local Authority and Beltane College can review needs and outcomes effectively.
· Attend scheduled visits and meetings, such as Insight Visits and transition planning sessions, to help us understand the young person’s strengths, needs and aspirations.
· Contact the admissions team at any point for clarification or support via contactus@beltanecollege.co.uk. We are here to help families navigate the process and ensure they feel informed and supported.


Placement decisions for young people with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) are made by the Local Authority through the statutory consultation process. Beltane College does not operate an internal appeals process for admissions decisions, as the college is not the naming authority.
If a family disagrees with the placement named in the EHCP or with any aspect of the plan itself, they should contact their Home Local Authority. Appeals relating to EHCP content or placement are managed through the statutory SEND process and may be taken to the First‑tier Tribunal (Special Educational Needs and Disability).
Families are welcome to contact Beltane College if they would like clarification about our provision or the consultation process. We are committed to supporting open communication and ensuring families feel informed throughout.

Related Legislation
· SEND Code of Practice (2015)
· Children and Families Act (2014)
· Equality Act (2010)
· Skills and Post-16 Education Act (2022)
· Education Act (1996)
· UK GDPR (2018)
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