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About our Technical and Practical Pathway
Hands-on learning for real-world industries
Our Technical & Practical Pathway is designed for students who thrive through doing, building, fixing and creating. This pathway blends practical skills, teamwork and problem‑solving with strong foundations in safe working practice, preparing students for roles in construction, digital industries, engineering, environmental maintenance and community improvement.
students develop the confidence and independence needed to work safely, follow instructions, use tools responsibly and contribute meaningfully to team-based projects.
What Students do
Students gain practical experience through structured, supervised activities such as:
· Construction & maintenance skills Using hand tools safely, following health and safety rules, completing small repair tasks, and learning basic building techniques.
· Digital & technical skills Introductory digital design, simple coding, digital problem‑solving and using technology to support practical tasks.
· Environmental and community improvement projects Delivered in partnership with the Canal & River Trust, students take part in real maintenance tasks that benefit local spaces.

Partnership Spotlight: Canal & River Trust
Students work alongside qualified and vetted Canal & River Trust volunteer leads to support the upkeep and improvement of canal environments. Activities may include:
· Maintaining canal-side areas Tidying, clearing vegetation, supporting erosion-prevention tasks and improving access routes.
· Repairing cobbles and towpaths Understanding surface materials, following repair steps and learning why good-quality pathways matter for public safety and access.
· Painting and restoration Preparing surfaces, applying paint safely, and improving the visual appeal of community spaces.
· Graffiti removal Using appropriate tools and materials safely, following environmental guidance.
· Litter picking and horticulture Supporting biodiversity, planting, caring for green spaces and learning about habitats and ecosystems. (Aligned with Canal & River Trust’s STEM and environmental learning resources) 
These activities help learners understand mechanisms, forces, water systems, erosion, and environmental impact, echoing the Trust’s STEM learning programme
This pathway is suited to students who can:
· Follow health and safety rules and/or have a sound understanding of online safety rules
· Use tools with reasonable independence under supervision
· Work as part of a team, taking direction and contributing to shared tasks
· Manage simple routines and stay focused on practical activities
· Apply problem-solving skills, with support, in real environments
Students build confidence through repetition, modelling and structured support, gradually increasing independence and working towards a Supported Internship.
Skills students develop
· Safe use of tools and equipment
· Understanding of workplace routines
· Basic construction and repair skills
· Digital and technical problem-solving
· Environmental awareness and stewardship
· Communication and teamwork
· Pride in contributing to real community and business projects
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